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Dear Editor,

We found Spalgais et al’s1 article titled “Pulmonary Function and Diffusing Capacity of Carbon Monoxide in Hypersensitivity 
Pneumonitis: An Observational Study of 152 Patients” engaging and insightful. It is surprising that this study1 stands as the 
only examination of pulmonary function tests (PFT) in Hypersensitivity Pneumonitis (HP), and the extensive 6-year dataset 
is commendable. However, we have some observations:

1. It is a well-established fact that the diagnosis of HP is done on the basis of exposure to the inciting antigen, high 
resolution computed tomography (HRCT) chest, bronchoalveolar lavage, and lung biopsy.2 So, using PFT as a tool for 
diagnosis cannot be established. Pulmonary function tests and diffusing capacity of the lungs for carbon monoxide 
(DLCO) can be used only for monitoring the progression of the disease and the effectiveness of treatment on follow 
up.3

2. Aim of the study is unclear as we are not sure whether the study wants to clarify the already known relation of PFT 
and DLCO in HP or wants to establish PFT as criteria to diagnose HP, which is not practical.

3 American Thoracic Society/European Respiratory Society (ATS/ERS) has never used PFT as a diagnostic parameter 
for HP.4

4. The duration of 3-6 months for inciting antigen exposure is crucial in diagnosing acute HP, yet lacking a specific refer-
ence in your text is concerning. Waiting for a minimum of 3 months for diagnosis risks delaying treatment unneces-
sarily, given the condition’s potential severity.

5. In total, 118 patients had an abnormal spirometry where all PFT parameters were reduced except Forced expiratory 
volume in first second/ Forced vital capacity (FEV1/FVC) and Residual volume/Total lung capacity (RV/TLC), i.e., they 
were either increased or normal, so if the FEV1/FVC ratio was normal, we don’t look up for FEV1 to classify it as 
obstruction, so how could you get mixed and obstructive pattern is unclear.5

6. FEF25-75% is not used as a parameter to measure small airway obstruction these days; there is no relevance to 
calculate it.

7. Highlighting instances where reduced DLCO is observed in isolation despite normal spirometry and lung volumes in 
50% of cases raises questions about the likelihood of such findings, particularly without comparative data between 
early and late stages of HP. Including comparative data could shed light on the evolution of pulmonary function 
abnormalities over time in HP patients. This approach would enhance the understanding of how DLCO reductions 
manifest relative to disease progression, providing valuable insights into the diagnostic and prognostic implications 
of isolated DLCO impairment in HP. Isolated reductions in DLCO have been observed in some cases of COPD, as 
supported by studies, reducing the specificity of this finding as a diagnostic marker for HP.6

8. Oxygen desaturation was noted highest in restrictive pattern but mean walk distance was lowest in mixed pattern, if 
the patient desaturated significantly, then how was it that the 6MWD was not affected. This needs clarification and 
referencing.

9. Respectfully acknowledging the comprehensive nature of your study and its extensive dataset, it is important to note 
that while PFT and DLCO measurements are useful for monitoring prognosis, they are generally not employed as 
diagnostic criteria for HP.
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